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MADAM, 


'HE Author. of t the „ Ella 


pages, has long wiſhed for an 


opportunity to prove by ſome 
public teſtimony how! infinitely he 
reſpects your character, and in 
what - high eſtimation he has al- 
ways held your manifold perfec- 


tions, and numerous accompliſh- 


ments. ii Fiery, 54 2 
| A's During 
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During an acquaintance of ſe- 
veral years, he has had the happi- 
neſs to be much in your company, 
and almoſt continually within ob- 
ſervation, through the whole of 
which period he has, with all the 
malice of a friend, been watchfully 
attentive to your conduct, and he 
can with no leſs truth than pleaſure 

aver, that he has found it uniformly 
conſiſtent with the moſt perfect fe- 
male delicacy, and frequently a- 
bounding with diſintereſted ſpirit. 
He has found it free from myſtery 
and equivocal” duplicity, and your 
converſation untainted by that abo- 
minable grofferete' which makes 
every beauty deteſtable, and which 
is too ge aan the propenſity of 
al ( 1 E | thoſe 
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thoſe who have been, like you, un- 
fortunate, but who have not ſuch 
complicated treachery and ill treat- 
ment to urge in extenuation of 

their folly. | | 
It is with inexpreſible atifac- 
tion he hears that your ſituation 
is not only conveniently eaſy, but 
even luxuriouſly happy for the 
preſent; and that the munificence 
of your protector, gives every rea- 
ſonable cauſe to hope it will ſoon 
be made permanentiy independant. 
It is an opinion which obtains 
among the moſt eminent eſſayiſts 
on life and manners, that there 
is leſs merit in meeting adverſity 
with fortitude, than in wearing 
pooſhogity w ith moderation.“ The 
943 e 


4 
A 
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perfect compoſure and unexulting 


affbility, with which you have 


born your late good fortune: is 
the moſt incontrovertible proof 
how well you deſerve its continu- 
ance- N 
Vour preſent correſpondent has 
not the honour to be acquainted 


with the bountiful patron of your 


fortunes, the enviable poſſeſſor of 
your perſon and affections; but that 
he is eminently endowed with both 


diſcernment and generoſity is eafily 


viſible; as the former is {o clearly 
manifeſted by his choice of you, 
and the latter by the ſtyle of _ 


__ . | 


* 3 „ b * 
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HE erudite and philoſophi- 


writer I have ever encountered on 
this no leſs intereſting than exten- 
ſive ſubject. His annual produc- 
tions have long met the public 
approbation and patronage, and his 
impartiality as long been the ad- 


miration of his numberleſs Readers. 


The accuracy of his orthogra- 


phy, the flowing elegance of his 
A4 perio 
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cal Mr. Harris, is the only 
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periods, the aptitude of his re- 
marks, and the aſtoniſhing variety 


of his deſcriptions, muſt place him 
as far beyond the power of malice, 
as of imitation, and tranſmit his 
name and writings with unrivalled 


honour to poſterity. 


It has been well ſaid by the in- 
genious Mandeville, that, & envy 
cannot exiſt, but where there is 
either a real, or an imaginary equa- 
lity, and that a man may as caſily 
be above as below the reach of this 
corroding paſſion.” Of the truth 
of this obſeryation, the inimitable 


catalographer 


F * " 9 
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catalographer abovementioned is a 

5 certain proof; for however greatly 
| | we may admire, however warmly 
applaud his performances, we feel 
our admiration untainted by envy, 
and our. applauſe is but the debt 
we pay for the entertainment and 


inſtruction we have received. 


Slander, malevolent abuſe, and 
detraction, are the infallible conſe- 
quences of envy; but they are ne- 
ver uttered by the vulgar againſt 
ſuperlative excellence. Who has 
ſlandered Homer? — who has ma- 
ligned Milton? - who does not love 

the 


10 PRE F ACE. 

the divine Virgil? — and who ſhall 
ever read the heroic, the ſublime, 
the elegant Harris, but with a lively 
recollection of the univerſal beauties 
of this matchleſs triumvirate. If 
it ſhould be objected to me, that 
J have (choſen unapt and im- 
proper objects of compariſon for 
my favourite author, in as much 
as they are poets of the moſt 
exalted reputation; I reply, that 
ſo is Harris. What is the firſt great 
efficient quality in poets? Fiction 
Did not thoſe I have mentioned 
abound and delight in it? — why, 
ſo does he as glorioufly as they.— 
And 


PRE FACE. 11 
And for the trifling deficiencies of 


rhyme and meaſure, they are ſurely 
conſiderations as much below the 
cavil of a liberal critic, as they 
were thought by him unneceſſary 
to the compoſition of his poem; for 
ſo we may claim a right to call a 
Work where the characters are, to 
an individual imaginary, and the 
whole of which is totally founded 
on fiction. Beſides, the happy in- 
troduction of certain well timed 
couplets through the courſe of his 
writings very ſufficiently demon- 
ſtrates the ability of the author for 


metrical compoſition; and muſt, I 


apprehend, 
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apprehend, obviate all objections on 
that ground. bon 


The following pages muſt de- 
pend on diametrically oppoſite prin- 
ciples for their ſucceſs the ſimpli- 
city of its proſe, and the unadorned 
authenticity of its anecdotes. And 
as the flowery and diffuſive lan- 
guage of Harris is well adapted to 
the embelliſhment of fiction, ſo docs 
a plain and familiar ſtyle beſt ſuit 
the abilities of this author, and be- 
come the incontrovertible veracity 
of this narration. De 
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| | 
Py } ? 3 
| I 
MRS. A—ST——D. | 
N 4 


Is the Daughter of a reputabe 
= 'Fradeſman at Greenwich; but ; 
1 having a ſoul not formed for the 1 
dull participation of Bourgeois So- 
cCiety, ſhe was not long proof againſt =_ 
the inſinuating addreſs, and well- 4 


concerted attacks of the agreeable 4 ; 


, 5 9 | 
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Capt. M* ** * *, a choice- which 
| reflects infinite credit on her taſte, 
and ſeems to have been a happy 
prognoſtication of her future im- 
provement. She derives from Na- 
ture that animated countenance, 


which we often find more intereſt- 


ing, and which appears to be almoſt 


incompatible with a more ſtrict re- 


gularity of features; and conſcious 


that ſhe does not require, ſhe dil 


dains to borrow, aſſiſtance from 


Art. Her perſon is rather inclining 


to tall, in the moſt perfect {ymme- - 


try, finely turned, and, like the 
plumage in the peacock's neck, 
ſeems 


. | 
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ſeems to diſcover a new aſſemblage 


of beauties by every n of at+ 


titude. 


- We would ſay that ſhe had made 
Lord Cheſterfield her model for 
grace and eaſy elegance ; but the 
eye of every tolerable connoiſſeur 
muſt quickly give the lie to the 
derogatory ſuſpicion, and aſſert her 
indiſputable ' claim to originality. 


We are at a loſs whether to attri- 


bute the diſſolution of the connec- 
tion between this accompliſhed pair 
to a partial or a mutual inconſtancy; 
or whether the irreſiſtible figure: 

B 2 and 
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and well-eſtabliſhed ſuperiority of 
the elegant F-—z—k obliterated 
every former prepoſleſſion;—but we 
feel her pretenſions to taſte, and her 
early inclinations to the moſt exqui- 
ſite refinements of the higheſt fa- 
ſhion, ſtill more ſtrongly confirmed 
by her ſecond than by her firſt at- 
tachment. ; What ruſticity is ſo 
ſtubborn, what vulgarity ſo inſur- 
mountable as the converſation and 
example of this modern Orlando 
muſt not overcome ? but where 
there was ſo great a natural pro- 
penſity to La maniere faconner, the 
rapidity of the charming infection 
E 85 © K muſt 
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mult be wonderful.—She quickly 
caught it. Her late intimacy had 
the ſame effect on her mind, as the 
tepid bath has on the corporeal 
ſyſtem—it relaxed and prepared its 
pores for the reception of this faſ- 
cinating inoculation. To ſpeak 
without a metaphor ; from every 
interview with this belle Homme, 
ſhe ſeemed to acquire new graces - 
and a brighter poliſh. 1 


Lords B———k, G. C—-—h, and 
D—y, have each paid their devo- 
tions at this attractive ſhrine, and 
have each experienced the indul- 
gence of the lovely prieſteſs. 

B 3 At 
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At the joint deſire and expenſe 
of Lord B——k, and Mr. F—k, 
ſhe was provided with the beſt 
maſters, and the facility with which 


ſhe acquired her contraricties of ac- 


compliſhments has fully proved the 
judgment of her friends, and the 
ability of her inſtructors. She ſeems 
to have a ſtrong Hmilitude of cha- 


rater and ſituation to the incom- 


parable Ninon in many flattering 


particulars: like her, ſhe is the diſtin- 


guiſhed favourite of all the Beaux 


Eſprits: her houſe is their moſt 
© agreeable rendezvous ; and her pe- 


lites ſoupes, like Ninon's, are the 
JST SHIT 7 delight 
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delight of the witty and the fa- 
ſhionable, and the envy and deteſta- 
tion of the prudiſh and the vulgar. 
One of Ninon's moſt admirable 
traits, was her happy knack of 
uniting the pleaſures of ſentimental 
attachment, and the tranſports of 
ſenſe—and no conſideration could 
induce her to a gratification of 
the latter ſort, but when it was to 
be had conjunctively with the for- 
mer. She was a complete epicure 
in ecſtacy, and would have it with- 
out adulteration. From this ex- 
treme delicacy of palate, ſhe eſta« 
bliſhed it as an invariable rule 


| f 3 B 4 (which 
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(which ſhe moſt religiouſly adhered 
to), immediately to diſcontinue all 
amorous intimacy with him, for 
whom ſhe felt any diminution of 
paſſion. | 
410 this inſtance, we fear the 
reſemblance will not hold—but 


perhaps in this inſtance, a diſparity 


of circumſtances has hitherto made 
a deviation unavoidable. Thoſe of 
Ninon were always independant, 
and of this independance her exact 


economy inſured her the conti- 


nuance; for though her domeſtic 
arangements were not only conve- 
7 55 nient, 
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nient, but elegant, ſhe kept within 


the bounds of her private fortune; 


her coach, her ſervants, her houſe 
were chofen and furniſhed in the 


moſt perfect taſte, but at an expenſe 
that neither exceeded nor embar- 
raiſed her income, the affluent 
eſtate of which ſhe inherited from 
a liberal and indulgent father. So 
that through her whole routine of 
2morous intercourſes ſhe never had 


5 her pleaſures interrupted or abated 


by the ſmalleſt attention to intereſt, 
or proſpect of advantage; and hence 


Was ſhe enabled to revel in that 


unboundedly voluptuous happineſs, 
- From: 
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from the enjoyment of which the 
generality of the ſex are unfortu- 
nately precluded, and which we are 

apprehenſive has not always been 
within the reach of Mrs. A—ft—d. 


Her fortunes and independance 
are now at leaſt equal to thoſe of 
the adorable De V Enclos; may the 
ſimilitude of her amours be for the 
future more perfect: may -ſhe re- 
ſemble Ninon as much in her won- 
derful longevity and unabating ſu- 
periority, as ſhe does in the multi- 


plicity of her accompliſhments and 


influence over the hearts of all her 


acquaintance. 


MRS. | 
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MIS. nnr 


S the Daughter of the late Mr. 
=" S—w, one of his Majeſty's State 
Trumpeters. 


Her Father perceiving that ſhe 
had a ftrong natural turn for muſic, 
apprenticed her, at a very early age, 


to Mr. Michael Arne, to whoſe 
inſtructions ſhe has ſince done ſuch 
infinite public credit. | 
* When 
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When ſhe was but in her 15th 
year, Mr. B- dd—y availed himſelf 
of her extreme youth, and an un- 
derſtanding which has ever been 
remarkably ſhallow, to proſtitute 
her mind and perſon by a marriage, 


as heterogeneous and unnatural as 


that of Caliban and Ariel could 


be; or as angelic beauty and diabo- 
lical uglineſs. 
The utmoſt ſtretch - of human 


imagination is inadequate to con- 


ceive any thing more delicately 
lovely than the rout enſemble of 


this adorable girl; her figure 
her features her complexion 


the 
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the unſullied purity and whiteneſs 
of her ſkin—the inexpreſſible ſoft- 


nels and feminality of her air her 


voice and manner formed all to- 


gether an object on which the de- 
lighted eye was never ſatisſied 


With gazing. Such were the hea- 


venly beauties of the charming Miſs 


S- w; the wretched veſtiges of 


which are ſcarcely to be traced in 


the preſent emaciated remains of 


Mrs. B—dd—y. Judge, Reader, 
of the more than ſavage barba- 
rity, the almoſt infernal cruelty of 
that monſter, from whoſe mer- 
cileſs inhumanity ſuch tendernefs 


and 
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and beauty were no preſervatives ; | 
ſcarcely did a day elapſe without 
her lovely face or tender frame re- 
ceiving ſome wound, mark, or con- 
tuſion from the hand of the tyrant _ | 
on whom ſhe had beſtowed her- 4 
ſelf. She bore this curſed ſeverity 1% 


for ſome time with the moſt ſub- | 
miſſive reſignation; but he having 
one evening laid it on with a moſt 


unuſual weight, and concluded with 


a promiſe of repetition in the morn- 


ing; urged by her terrors and 


her yet aching ſides, ſhe ſecretly 
eloped, and concealed herſelf for a 
few days in a retirement where ſhe 


was 
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was diſcovered ; and from whence 
ſhe was removed by the notorious 
Jew Policy-Broker, Y M-nd-z, 
With him ſhe remained but a very 
ſhort time. She had, previous to 
her elopement, been received on 
the ſtage with uncommon admira- 
| tion; and that attractive ſoftneſs 
and enchanting delicacy ſhe had ſo 
conſpicuouſly diſplayed there, ſoon 
furniſhed her with a large levee of 


admirers. 


Tze firſt affair in which ſhe lays 
her heart was in any violent de- 
gree intereſted, was with the cele- 
CGG brad 
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brated Charles Holland, at that 
time of Drury Lane Theatre. They 
lived a conſiderable time in the 
moſt uninterrupted and boundleſs 
happineſs. By this intimacy, ſhe 
tonſiderably improved her thea- 
trical talents, and acted a variety of 
characters with the greateſt ap- 
plauſe; but the part in which ſhe 
ſeemed to ſhine with more than 
common brilliancy, was Fanny in 
the Clandeſtine Marriage; for the 
intereſting tenderneſs, and pathetic 
foftneſs that were fo inimitably 
blended in her performance of it, 
received a glow, an anitnated effect, 

and 
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and a thouſand natural beauties, 
from the reality of that tenderneſs 
which ſhe felt for Mr. Holland, 
who acted the part of Lovell, and 
with whom ſhe availed herſelf of 
every opportunity of rehearſing in 
the dreſſing rooms. Is: 


Mrs. B—dd—y's chief ſtage ex- 
Cellencies are, an eaſy and unem- 
barraſſed action, a fine ſtyle of 
Grecian face, of moſt aſtoniſhing 
power to. expreſs the paſſions of - 
love and grief, and that both in 
ſinging and acting, ſhe blends her 
tone, naturally of a moſt enchanting 

C 2 ſoftneſs, 
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ſoftneſs, in ſuch a manner as no 
other Engliſh performer has ever 
been known to do. This charming 
perfection which chiefly charac- 
terizes the Italians, is falſely attri- 
buted to their language, but is 
really owing to the utterance of 


the voice. 


Mrs. B—dd—y was now to ex- 
perience the ſevereſt trial love can 
undergo; firſt attachments are gene- 
rally thought to be moſt violent, : 
and now ſhe was doomed to have 
the object of her's ſnatched away 
almoſt in an inſtant. Mr. Holland | 
5 Was 
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Was ; ſeized with a bad kind of the 
e which carried him off 
in a ſhort time. She was for ſome 


days in a ſtate of wild delirium, 


and continued a long time in- 


conſolable; but tears, nor groans, 
nor ſighs could now reſtore him; 
and ſhe found that grief and ſoli- 
tude began to impair. her beauties, 
and “ ſteal the roſe from her 


cheek.” 


She therefore came once more 
into the world, and was received 
with that burſt of joy and pleaſure, 


with hich men are much more 


C 3 ' violently 


38 CELEBRATED 
. violently affected by the recovery 


of a blefling, than on the firſt poſ- 
ſeſſion of it. 


From this return to a partial 
Public, may be dated the commence- 
ment of that eclat, with which ſhe 
has for a continuance of fourteen 
years, figured as the Thais of 
London, and the idol of the amorous 
world. In that period ſhe ſquandered 
more money than would have ſatiſ- 
fied the moſt avaricious ſoul of the 
greedieſt miniſter, . which ſhe ex- 
tracted with the moſt unabating 
covetouſneſs from all ranks of men, 
of 
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of all nations and every hue; from 
princes, players, peers, . pimps and 
parſons, and drained of its ready 
caſh, the whole corps diplomatique; 
for the extreme liberality of her 


mind never permitted her to con- 


ſider as an objection, either the age, 
profeſſion, country, condition, or 
complexion of a gallant. 


Among her innumerable lovers 
the famous Mr. S-yr- ſeemed to be 
moſt attached, by him therefore ſhe 
ſubmitted to be once more weaned 
from this life of general indulgence, 
In conſequence of this intimacy, ſhe 

of C4 had 
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had a child, who is now alive. 
After Mr. S-yr- ſhe became the 
miſtreſs of Lord C-I-r—n, and lived 
his uncontroled favourite for ſome 
time; happy had it been for his 
Lordſhip indeed, that he had never 
ſeen her, for ſo ſtrangely infatuated 
was he by this ſyren's charms, that 
he indulged her in every extrava- 
gance ö and gratification, even to 
madneſs, and almoſt to the total de- 
ſtruction of his whole eſtate. 80 
From Lord C-ELr—n, ſhe fell 
again into an unſettled ſtate of 
varying proſtitution. Mr. B—n of 
Drury 
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Drury Lane, Mr. L-m-ſh of ditto, 
a Mr. 'T-thr-ngt-n, a gentleman of 


conſiderable landed property in 


Ireland, have each been the ſhort- 
lived paramours of her infatiate 


concupiſcence. 


She is now in the third year of 


a connection with Mr. W-bſt-r of. 


Drury Lane; a powerful example 


of the vaſt influence of beauty, 
even in its ruins, over the paſſions 
of men; nor is ſhe a leſs aſtonifhing 
inſtance of its effect on the Public 
ar large, for, with no other advan- 
tage than this, and a good ſtyle of 

. ſinging, 


1 
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ſinging, ſhe has ariſen to great 
theatrical eminence; which, won- 
derful to ſay, ſhe ſtill preſerves, 
though ſhe is ſcarcely half a degree 
removed from an idiot. Her eye- 
ſight is decayed, her memory ex- 
tinct, and her whole frame relaxed 
to a degree of almoſt infantine im- 


becillity, by a dreadful and exceſ- 
_ five indulgence in love, liqour, luſt, 


and laudanum, | 


HE 
r 
3 
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MRS. H 


S the daughter of a Mr. A-br-ſe, 
a Portugueſe Jew, and ſiſter to 


the preſent actreſs of that: name. | 


We remember her to have been | 
what the world called handſome, 
and this opinion could not fail to 


gain ſome popularity from the af- - 


ſiduous endeayours of herſelf and 
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her family, as no one ſaw any rea- 
ſon to be at the trouble of contra- 
dicting it. 


She inherited from her father, 
and confirmed by a ſtrict attention 
to the duties of the Synagogue, 
an unbounded inclination to the 
acquiſition of money, and to a pro- 
viſion for the Main Chance; and 
ſne almoſt in her infancy diſcover- 
ed a ſurpriſing readineſs at convert- 
ing all thoſe qualifications which 
ſhe derived from Nature, or could 
attain by art, to the moſt extenſive 
advantage that was poſlible to be 
made of them. 

Her 


. 
„ 
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Her eyes were taught to languiſh, 
roll, and ſparkle, and her teeth to 
improve their natural whiteneſs by 
every bruſh and tincture that even 
Patence could deviſe. Her boſom 
was inſtructed, long before its full 
formation, to heave and pant by 
rule and meaſure. It was the very 
thermometer of riches and prece- 
dence. On the approach of a pri- 
vate gentleman of ſmall fortune, 
ſcarcely it ſeemed to be animated by 
the ſmalleſt vital principle; an eſ⸗- 
quire, and a better eſtate, gave it 
a gentle, even, unagitated motion; 
the increaſe of its ſize, and the fre- 

quency 
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quency of its ſinkings were eaſily 
perceptible when a baronet ad- 
dreſſed her—but when ſhe had at- 
trated the notice of a lord, the 
reiteration of its throbs and tumul- 
tuous' ſwellings were really aſto- 


niſhing, 


hy 


This high opinion of herſelf was 


not confined only to her perſonal 


accompliſhments ; ſhe was as fully 
perſuaded that 'the poſſeſſed ſtill 


more rare and valuable intellectual 


merits, and {eemed convinced that 


a firſt eſſay was only neceſſary to 


give her conſequence and import- 


ance 
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It 


ance on the ftage ;—on making 


this therefore ſhe very ſoon deter- 
mined 3 but the event unhappily 
proved ſhe had ſomewhat over- 
rated her qualifications for the pro- 
feſlion, as her reception both from 
the managers at rehearſals, and 
from the Public on her appearance, 
was not of that warm and genial 
kind which ſeemed likely to nou- 


Tiſh and maturate them very ſud- 


denly. She was fortunately of a 
temper not eatly depreſſed by tri- 
fling oppolition ; ; and her natural 
vanity leading her to miſtake the 
ſilence of her audience for atten- 


D tion, 


50 CELEBRATED 


1 


tion, and their lenity for approba- 
tion, ſhe continued to ſtudy, and, 


Candour muſt allow, to improve; 


though the improvement was but 


diminutive, and its progreſs ex- 
tremely ſlowW. 


In about the ſecond year of her 
performance, ſhe made a conqueſt 


gentleman of ſome faſhion as an 


engraver: and from this momen- 


tous eircumſtance, which generally 
cloſes the memoirs of the ladies, 
did her life begin to promiſe a va- 
riety of adventure. 

Soon 


14 17 
1. 


1 
7 


COURTEZANS. 5. 


Soon after her marriage, her 


mother, ſiſter, and ſhe went over 


to Ireland by the invitation of the 
managers there, and both ſhe and 


ceived by a Dublin audience. For 


ſome time after her arrival, and 


indeed till ſhe had acquired at leaſt a 
mediocrity of fame on the theatre; 
he was not known by her huf- 
band's name; but as ſoon as ſhe 
thought herſelf ſufficiently! eſta- 
bliſhed, ſhe ſent for him, and he 
joyfully accepted an invitation by 
which he was to avail himſelf of 
the profits of her profeſſion, and 
1 D 2 the 
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the privileges of a huſband. She 

had ſoon cauſe to regret her incon- 
ſiderate kindneſs, for after he had 
fully ſatisfied himſelf with -polleſ- 
ſion, he began to diſplay a diſpoſi- 
tion of rather an untender caſt; and 
would frequently carry the advice 
of St. Paul on the ſubject of chaſ- 
tiſement to a ſomewhat inconſcion- 


able ſeverity. When a woman is 


young, tolerably handſome, and in 
à public ſituation, ſhe cannot long 
want as. many protectors as ſhe 
pleaſes, This is, in ſome degree, 
the caſe every where, but very 
: Ty ſo in Ireland. The 
1 | gallantry 
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gallantry of M-j-r B-rch was at 
that time pretty well eſtabliſhed; 
he offered his ſervices, and they 
were not refuſed. Her ſiſter, about 
the ſame time, held in her chains 
the  lieutenant-colonel of the ſame 
regiment; they agreed to make a 
party | quarree. of it, and tock a 
houſe, in which they might have 


lived comfortably enough, but Tor 


ſome diſagreeable animoſities which 
originated from rathen a whimſical 
piece of etiquette. Miſs E. A-br-ſe, 


the younger ſiſter, was inclined to 


think that ſne derived a ſuperior 
conſequence, and a precedence. at 
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1 


table, &c. from tlie higher rank of 
the colonel her lover. Mrs. K—fe 
contended for the pre- eminence of 

birthright. The lovers felt an un- 
comfortable awkwardneſs at this 
diurnal ſquabble, which was gene- 

r ally maintained with p much :6bſti- 

nacy and bitterneſs, and might in the 
end have been attended with a ſe- 

paration at leaſt, if not more ſerious 
conſequences, when one of the gal- 
lants thought of ſending for Mrs. 

A-br-ſe, and placing her in the 

ſcat of contention.” This happy ex- 

pedient effectually quieted the fair 

diſputants, and eſtabliſhed harmony 

and peace in their little community. 

| Mrs. 


- 


COURTEZANS. 55 
Mrs. K fe did not, on the forma- 
tion of this connection, quit her 
ſtage engagements or emoluments; 


for ſhe well knew, that the pre- 


ſervation of even the appearance 


of independance is the ſureſt hold 


of human affections; and that fo 
long as ſhe could make it appear, 
that ſhe had a competency of her 
own, the attachment of her friend, 
and his liberality of courſe would 
certainly be ſecure. She continued 
this intimacy (in a tranquillity for 


which ſhe ſeems much more cal- 


culated than for rapture) about 
we years, and then with her 
bis * D 4 . family 


— 
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family returned to England; where 


ſne again appeared on the ſtage un- 
der the name of Egerton. In one 
of oh thoſe characters of Congreve, 
where the high- coloured deſerip- 
tions of certain ſituations are ſuf- 


ficient to inflame the moſt phleg- 


matic conſtitutions, .ſhe captivated 


the heart of her preſent enamorato 
Mr. H-tt-n; he did not find her 
very difficult of acceſs, nor long 
deaf to his ſolicitations. She quit- 
ted the ſtage, and a Public who 


did not feel her merit as (ſhe 


thought) it deſerved, for the arms 
of a generous and paſſionate lover; 


and 


————— E W gb,” 
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and if we may judge of happineſs 
by appearance, neither of them 
regrets the commencement, nor is 
inclined to break off the conti- 
nuation of their correſpondence, 
(for ſhe immediately took the 
name of her friend). She is now 
we ſuppoſe not younger than 43 
or 44:—her perſon is ſomewhat 
larger than it was fifteen years 
ago; but in other reſpects ſhe is 
leſs altered, and as the phraſe 
runs, « wears better” than is to be 
imagined. Her eyes, teeth, and 
hair are remarkably fine; her con- 
verſation is both entertaining and 

well 
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well bred, and her language eaſy 
and fluent. - She muſt be allowed 
upon the whole to be an object 
rather of deſire as a miſtreſs; and in 
a very ſuperior ſtyle as an agree- 
able companion. 
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MRS. F— RRR. 


TS the daughter of Mr. ' FW 

formerly of Biſhopſgate Street, 
but late of © York-Buildings; a 
gentleman of unexceptionable pri- 
vate character, and of ſome emi- 


nence in his profeſſion as a ſurgeon. 


As this lady has not manifeſted, 
even in her more perfect maturity, 
any of that ſecrecy and caution 
9 which 
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which are the ſoul of intrigue, we 
cannot ſuſpect that ſhe poſſeſſed 
thoſe qualities in her earlier youth; 
and as no circumſtances of that 
fort have tranſpired, we take it for 
granted, that ſhe was not concerned 
in any illicit amour, previous to 
her marriage, and that ſbe brought 
an untainted perſon, at daſh to the 
0 at 4311/1 10 AEM 


k 7 * 
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4 * the year Wan * lively, the 
volatile J. F-rr-r, became acquaint- 
ed and enamoured with her. ; She 
Was then in all the bloom of eighteen, 
and had a face as beautiful as cap 
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be imagined; her figure could 
never be called a fine one, but it 
certainly well deſerved the epithet 
pretty ; it was at that time utterly 
unincumbered with all that enor- 
mous mountain of fat, Which it 
has ſince ſo unhappily collected; ſhe 
had beſides, that air of artleſs ſim- 


plicity and apparent innocence, by 


which the wiſe and the grave arg 

not unfrequently deceived, and 
which never fail to rivet the chains 
of the gay and inconſiderate. Mr. 
F.rr-r was too much a man of this 
latter turn, to heſitate long making 
a ſerious propoſal, which Was no 
ſſooner 
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ſooner "made, than accepted, and 
very ſoon after concluded. He has 
always been above the meanneſs of 
pecuniary conſiderations, and his 
marriage is a ſufficient proof how 
cheaply he held all advantages of 
that ſort, when put in competition 
with love and beauty. 


They lived about three years in 
that round of gaiety and dimpation, 
to which he has ever been inclined, 
and which acquired from its novelty 
a double reliſh for her. 


About the year 1770, ſhe com- 
menced an acquaintance, and ſoon 


after 
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after a criminal intimacy with Mr. 
| R—h-n of the G—rds, which 
continued ſome months undiſcover- 
ed. There are many circumſtances | 
concur to make the conduct of this 
gentleman extremely indefenſible; 
for with the moſt hypocritical de- 
ceit, he wormed himſelf into the 
confidence and good opinion of Mr. 
F-rr-r, for whom he pretended 
the moſt zealous friendſhip and 
diſintereſted regard, at the very 
time he was plotting a connection 
with his wife; and even after he 
had carried his point, he ſo artfully 
impoſed on his unſuſpecting bene- 


E volence, 
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volence, that he abſolutely perſuaded 
him to lend him money to purchaſe 
his L—n—cy. Mr. F-rr-r did 
not long remain in ignorance of his 
wife's infidelity and his friend's 
turpitude. | | 


The unbounded generoſity of 
F-rr-r would have never allowed 
him to think of hinting at the debt 
of R—-h—n, ſo long as he thought 
he had acted honourably by him; 


but no ſooner was he convinced of 


his complicated perfidy and baſeneſs, 

than he fned him for the money; 

and the narrow and contracted 
ſtate 
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ſtate of his finances precluding 
all poſſibility of payment, he was 
arreſted and confined for twenty 
months in the Fleet prifon. 


During Mr. R-—h-—n's confine- 
ment, which we cannot help de- 
claring we think was a puniſhment 
very inferior to his deſerts, Mrs. 
F-rr-r continued to frequent all 
public places, and endeavoured to 
compenſate the loſs of her cicciſbio 
by a donble portion of revelry and 
diſſipation. At the funeral of the 
Princeſs D. of Wales, ſhe met for 
thefirſt time Mr. C—fts of B—g-ns;z 


E 2 '2 con- 
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1 a contiguity of ſituation: gave 
q him opportunity to be uſeful and 
i attentive, he did not miſs them, 
" and had the addreſs, before their 
ſeparation, to perſuade her to give 
| him another meeting. This ac- 
[ quaintance, like the former, was ö 
| ſoon 'wrought up to the moſt - inti- 
mate familiarity ; for her beauty 
j could not fail to excite a lover's 
deſires, and her natural conſtitu- 
tion ſtrongly inclined her to gratify 
them. 
N Her imprudence in a ſhort time | 
l | opened the way to ſuſpicion, and 


Ci determined 
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determined Mr. F-rr-r to re- 
move her from the ſcene of her 
imfamy, and from the preſence of 
her lover. He ſet out with the fair 
debauc hie for the Continent, fully 
determined to place her in a con- 
vent for the remainder of her life. 
On the road, ſne played off the 
Whole artillery of ſighs and tears; 
talked of contrition and repent- 


ance, vowed total amendment and 


thorough reformation; and before 
they reached Paris, had effec- 
tually weaned him from his pur- 
poſe of the convent. Mr. F-rr-r 
was at that time high ſheriff for 
| B43 the 
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County of S-I-p, and was obliged 
to attend in England, on the buſi- 
neſs of his office; he however made 


a moſt liberal proviſion for her, no 


leſs than 400l. per annum, on con- 


dition that ſhe ſnould remain abroad. 
She readily ſeemed to acquieſce, 


and ſet out for Rouen in Normandy, 


on a plan of retirement and refor- 


mation. Before ſhe had been there 


two months, ſhe wrote word of her 
ſituation to Mr. C—fts, and Wed 


him over, he obeyed the amorous 


ſummons, and after a very few 


days ſtay at Rouen, they ſet out 
together for England, and never 


parted 


. — TS. 
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parted till they came to Shooters 
Hill. On Mrs. F-rr-r's arrival 
in London, ſhe immediately went 
to her huſband's houſe in Queen 
Anne Street, but was very properly 


refuſed admittance. - 


Her behaviour from this time has 


been an almoſt regular climax in in- 


famy and every ſpecics of vice. 
She found that her firſt paramour 
R--h--n, was {till in priſon, and with 


all the impatience of a Statira flew to 


ſeek him. She renewed her criminal 


connection, and viſited him openly, 


in the ſhameleſs defiance of all the 


E. 4 laws 
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laws of common decency: nor did 


ſhe, on this revival of her intimacy 


with R—-h—n, give up the ac- 


quaintance of C—fts, but continued 
to occupy them both, till the de- 


parture of the latter for the Eaſt- 


Indies. 


After this period, the number of 
her faux pas increaſed with ſuch 
ſurpriſing rapidity, ſuch quick 
fucceſſion, that it would be the 
buſineſs of volumes to mention a 
quarter of them. F—I-n, H-r-v-y, 
H-II, W-l{-n, F-tzg-r-Id, and a 
hundred others, aſſiſted by their 


contributions 


1 
| 
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contributions in the maintenance 


of her mother, ſiſter, and herſelf; 
and by their conſtitutions to the 


gratification of that more than 


Meſſalinian furor, which ſeemed 
to have taken ſo violent a hold of 
her. To the inexpreſſible violence 
of this ungovernable paſſion, ſhe 
muſt infallibly have fallen a wretch- 


ed martyr, if it had not happily been 


counteracted in a great degree by 
another, indeed the only one which 
could have made any ſtand againſt 
it, namely, a continual and inceſſant 
craving deſire for money. A pro- 
penſity to avarice, and a wiſh to ac- 


quire 
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quire gold by whatever means, 
whether of proſtitution . of her 
perſon, or the more ſhameful and 
inexcuſable meanneſs of whining 
and entreaties, with all the ſervile 
cant of the moſt miſerable mendi- 
cant. And as in the moments of 
enjoyment, a liberal and generous 
foul feels its happineſs exalted to 
almoſt ſuperhuman rapture, by a 
fimcere and paſſionate preference for 
the participating object; ſo are her 
joys then wound up to perfect 
eeſtafy, when the mere ſenſual 
vigour of her paramour is ſure to 
be exceeded by the magnitude of 
the 
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the ſubſequent reward. Extreme 
avarice is hardly to be found but 
in thole who have many other 
enormous vices, it ſteels the heart 
againſt every poſſible virtuous im- 
preſſion, and deadens it to every 
generous ſenſation: Mrs. F-rrr 
has moſt of thoſe vices that are 
the probable conſequences of this 
one, and ſome that have been ſup- 
poſed incompatible with it. She 
is ex penſive in dreſs, and ex- 
travagant in the indulgenee of her 
palate; violently addicted to Wine 
and ſtrong liquors, which ſhe | 
drinks often to exceſs, and not in- 
Frequently to intoxication. 

| On 
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On her huſband's. refuſing her 


admittance into his houſe, ſhe 
ſeemed to acquieſce and ſubmit to 
the juſtice of his reſentment; but this 
affected humility was but the cloak 


of a Machiavilian ſcheme which 


was concerted between herſelf, 
mother, and ſiſter. And this ſo far 
ſacceeded that they abſolutely got 


into the houſe, and took an almoſt 


forcible poſſeſſion of it in his ab- 


Fence; from which they were, but 


with the greateſt difficulty, ejected, 


though not till after they had ſtood 


a pretty ſevere ſiege, and been al- 


lowed ſome terms of capitulation. 


An 
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An effectual ſeparation has ever 
ſince taken place, though no ſteps 
have been attempted on his ſide to- 
wards a regular divorce. From 
this time ſhe ſet out on her career 
of proſtitution, with the perſeve- 
rance of a poſt-horſe, and on pretty 
nearly the ſame terms. Thoſe two 
appetites we have before mentioned. 
were ever craving, ever devouring . 
all that offered ; and only ſeemed. 
to grow more voracious by feeding. 
After about a year's public recep- 
tion of every man who could ad- 
miniſter to thoſe deſires, and whom 

ſhe 
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fhe' could allure into expenſe and 
attention by giving her connection 
ne air of intrigue, finding her 
acquaintance began to abate both 
in number and in generoſity, ſhe 
ſet out again for the Continent, and 
entered herſelf a lodger at a con- 
vent at Ardes, about twelve miles 
from Calais. The multiplicity of 
her offences, and the matchleſs in- 
famy of her whole conduct, had 
not been ſufficient to induce the 
generous F-rr-r- to withold the 
very liberal allowance he had for- 
oP" agreed to give her; and on 
| | this 
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this ſhe might have lived a lite of 
not only eaſe, but elegance, if her 
deſires had not been ſo licentiouſſy 
unbourded. But ſo far from keep- 
ing within its eaſy limits, we find 
her, after two years reſidence, obli- 
ged to abſcond, and leave her ſiſter 
behind, as a pledge for the debts 
ſhe had contracted. 


Since her laſt return to England, 
nothing can be imagined more uni- 
formly depraved and abandoned 
than every part of hcr character. 
The loweſt connections, the moſt 


laſcivious - 
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laſcivious practices, the moſt drun- 
ken exceſſes, have levelled her to 
an equality, if not ſunk her to an 
inferiority, with the unhappy Peri- 
patetics of the Strand. Her mother, 
ſiſter, and herſelf are now lodged 
in Chapel Street, Groſvenor Place, 
at the ſole expenſe, and totally de- 
pendant on the -bounty of minia- 
ture C—ſw—y, of Berkley Street; 
but no obligation however great, 
no relief however important, can 
affect with the ſmalleſt touch of 
gratitude, a heart ſo long and ſo 
ſhamefully hackneyed in the ways 
of 
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of vicious proſtitution, and ſcanda- 
lous debauchery. For though ſhe 
owes to him a perſon which he has 
preſerved from ſtarving, if it {till 
has the power to communicate any 
pleaſures, he has leſs of them than 
any other man who is mad or dupe 


enopgh to ſolicit their enjoyment. 
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S the ſiſter of Mrs. F-rr-r, and 


has been almoſt continually with 


her ſince her 15th year, the time of 


her quitting ſchool, in the year 1771. 


Her perſon is ſhort and inelegant, 


her face utterly unintereſting, and 


without the ſmalleſt pretenſions 


to beauty. She has beſides a drawl- 


F. 3 ing 
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ing manner and an awkward gait, 
which, added to a flattern ſtyle of 
dreſs, make her an object of, at 


moſt, indifference, and muſt for ever 


ſhut the doors againſt all approaches 
of either a tender or a libidinous 
nature. If we were inclined to 
moralize on the ill effects of bad 
example and debauched ſociety, 
this unfortunate young lady affords 
us but too ample a field; for with- 
out charms to attract, addreſs to 
engage, or accompliſhments to win 
one lover, nay, even without any 
violent impulſes of conſtitutional 
paſſion, ſuch 1 is the conſequence of 
| being 


: 
; 


. 
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being accuſtomed to look on vice 
familiarly, that ſhe has almoſt, in 
deſpite of nature, fallen into a ſtate 
of proſtitution nearly as bad, though 
not quiteſogeneral, as her wretched 
ſiſter; to whoſe numerous de- 
baucheries ſhe was ſo early a 


witneis, and in the management 


of whoſe intrigues ſhe was, almoſt 


in her infancy, employed. 


In the year 1775, ſhe attended 
Mrs. F-rr-r to Ardes, in the double 
capacity of confidente of her amours, 
and foil to her perſon; and was of 
ſo much ſervice in both characters, 

„ that 
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that Mrs. F-rr-r (after a reſidence 
of about two years in that town, 
ſpent in every ſpecies of obſcene 
extravagance and unbounded pro- 
digality) as a reward for her ſervices, 
having privately packed up her 
every moveable, and ſecretly de- 


camped for England, left her the 


only oſtenſible ſecurity for all her 
debts, to the mercileſs rapacity of 


importunate creditors, and all the 
horrors of a tedious, if not per- 


petual impriſonment. 
. Miſs G—y had for ſome time 


previous to this, carried on an 


amorous 
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amorous correſpondence with a 
young Bourgeois, and had lately 
diſcarded him for an officer in the 


Duc de Lauzan's regiment, and 


continued her intimacy with him 


for a year after her ſiſter's affec- 
tionate departure. Though we 
cannot imagine her to have been 


the object of this young warrior's 


love, ſtill ſhe was in ſome ſort 


neceſlary to his amuſement ; and 
he could not ſee her diſtreſs and 


and embarraſſments, without a de- 


ſire to relieve them: what could 


he do? he had never ſeen, much 


leſs could command ſo ſerious a 


ſum 
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ſum as 2001 : he however, either 
by accident or deſign, mentioned 


her ſituation: to his colonel, and he 


inſtantly, with that ſplendid muni- 
ficence and generoſity which has 


ever emblazoned his character, not 
only ſatisfied every demand, but 


inſiſted on her acceptance of a 
ſupply ſufficient for all her neceſſi- 
ties whilſt ſhe ſhould wait to hear 
from her ſiſter, or ſhould prefer 
returning to England. Perhaps 
the only inſtance of her prudence, 
the has ever given, was in deter- 
mining immediately on the latter; 


for after a year had elapſed, during 


which 


\ 


„ich Mrs F-rrer had neither 10 


mitted: her one farthing, nor even 


written her a fine, the probability 
of her aſſiſting her was ſurely but 
a very flender one. 


She very ſoon availed herſelf 
of the Duke's bounty, and ſet out 
for England with ſomewhat leſs 


infamy than her ſiſter had done 


whom ſhe however immediately 
rejoined on her arrival. Since her 
return ſhe has had but two amorous 


connections that we know of, the 


firſt at Exeter, with a Mr. W—tl-y, 


and one ſince in town, which we 


hear 


1-8 © 
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153. 


hear ſtill continues, with the Rev. 
Mr. G-rd-n-r. She is now reſident 
in the houſe with her mother and 
ſiſter, in Chapel Street Groſvenor 


© 


Place ; where her acquiſitions in 
Wi the way of her unhappy profeſlion, 
make but a pitiful addition to 
= the income the family receive from 
their friend Mr. C—lw—y. 


— 
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MRS. M—H—N. 


S the daughter of — T-I-n, Eſq. 
and the Right Honourable Lady 
K-r-y, whom he married after the 
death of Lord K-r-y. 


That Mrs: M-h-n comes within 
that deſcription of character which 
we feel ourſelves priviledged to in- 
veſtigate, is a circumſtance that we 
never reffect on but with a degree 

of 
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of melancholy and ſorrow ; and a 
misfortune, which if we could ad- 
mit the belief of predeſtination, we 
ſhould record as one of its ſtrongeſt 


inſtances. 


Nature has diſtinguiſhed Mrs. £ 
M-h-n- by many partial advan- 
tages. Her perſon, though it be 
on a very {mall ſcale, is in the moſt 
exact proportion; even the moſt 
Envious part. of her own ſex, allow 
her face to be lovely; and her un- 
derſtanding is moſt valued by that 
part of the other ſex, who are 
beſt qualified to judge. In the 


decoration 
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Aecoration of the firſt, her elegant 
taſte and fancy are too generally 
admired to be flattered by the 
trifling addition of our appro- 
bation. The ſecond is ſo infinitely 
independent of all art, that, except 
on the mere ſcore of faſhion, ſhe 
never thinks of calling in its aſ- 
ſiſtance; and on the laſt, it is very” 
evident that much early attention 
as well as ſubſequent cultivation 
have been beſtowed. 


a Eyes of all tints, formation, and 
expreſſions have been ſo long and 


frequently bepraiſed and berhymed 
= G by 
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by lovers and ſonnetteers, that the 
ſubje& is exhauſted of its novelty. 
We therefore requeſt our Readers 
to accept, inſtead of poetical crea- 
tion, plain deſcription, inſtead of 
fiction, truth. Mrs. M-h-n's eyes 
are of a dark hazel colour, unparal- 
lelled brilliancy, ſweetneſs and ani- 
mation: the ſparkling fire of the 
jetty black, and the melting ſoftneſs 
of the languiſhing blue, are, by 
uniting, mutually corrected into 
almoſt magical perfection: the 
pupil is remarkably round and full, 
and the ground or white, of molt 


aſtoniſhing clearneſs; if theſe quali- 


ties 
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ties conſtitute beauty, her's are 
ſurely beautiful: —if any doubt 
that they are ſo, let them gaze 
and be convinced. 


Mrs. M-h-n has ever had a heart 
naturally ſuſceptible of the ten- 
dereſt impreſſions, —fatal ſuſcepti- 


| bility ! much abuſed tenderneſs !— 


By the time ſhe had attained 
her 14th year (the very criſis 
of impreſſion and flexibility), an 
Iriſh adventurer, one M-h-n, was 
recommended to Lady K-r-y as 


a perſon qualified to teach her 


T3 2 daughter 
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daughter to ſing, and play on the 
guitar. 'The utmoſt exertion of 
this ignorant thrummer's penetra- 5 
tion barely enabled him to diſcover 

this extreme pliancy of diſpoſition 

in his pupil we before hinted at, 
which every other creature muſt |} 
have perceived at firſt ſight; 
and his matchleſs impudence ſoon 
determined him to try, whether 


he could not convert it to his own 
advantage; whilſt his extreme cun- 
ning, and indefatigable perſeverance 
were wonderfully calculated to in- 


ſure his ſucceſs. 
It 
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It requires but a very ſlender 
ſtock of abilities (or it muſt have 
remained in the dark for him) 
to find out that money is uſeful 
to thoſe who are poor, or to diſ- 
cover that he was himſelf in 
that unpleaſant predicament. Now, 
though ſome weak, ſilly, mortals 
would have heſitated at acquiring 
this uſeful commodity by fraud, 
diſſimulation, perfidy, and chicane, 
yet had he a ſoul happily ſuperior 
to ſuch unſubſtantial ſcruples. 


Vr. T-If-n had been ſome time 
dead, and the young lady's fortune 
G 3 Was 


was known to be about five thou- 
ſand pounds, which, though it was 
greatly inferior to either her birth, 
beauty, or education, was neverthe- 
leſs a ſum as infinitely above his 
moſt ſanguine hopes to ſoar to, 
as his abilities to acquire, but as he 


did by ſtealth. 


The machinationsand ſtratagems 


which he employed, the flow, but 
vanced, and at laſt ſucceded, would 
be prolixity to relate; ſuffice it to 


ſay, he accompliſhed his ſcheme of 


8 marriage 


ſure, gradations by which he ad- 


elopement, and ' eſtabliſhed by a 


| 


COURTEZANS. 10% 


marriage with a giddy unthinking 


girl of 15, a claim to her fortune 
when ' ſhe ſhould be of age to 
receive . 

. 18 

It is ee neceſſary to obſerve, 
that this precipitate ſtep immedi- 
ately: rouſed her mother's moſt 
violent reſentments, and ſhut her 
out from the notice of her relations 
and the ſociety of their acquaint- 


ance. But there were ſtill much 


worſe conſequences attendant on it, 


ſhe was ſubjected to the converſa- 
tion and company of his low and 
vulgar affociates, ſunk to the 
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name, and, in their opinion, to the 
level of his family. | 

After four years cohabitation 
with this undeſerving and ungrate- 
ful reprobate, the brutality of his 
treatment, and ſhameleſs open infi- 
delities grew too ſhocking to be 
borne; and ſhe accordingly, in 
a-fit of deſperation, accepted the 
addreſſes and protection of Capt. 
T-rn-r, a gentleman of a handſome 


fortune, good education, and a 
mind capable of feeling the: value 


of ſuch a miſtreſs, and treating her 4 
with that reſpect and attention ſhe | 
1 5 deſerved. 
| 
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deſerved, We will not pretend to 
lay ſhe has had no other connection 
of a tender nature; but if the moſt 
unprovoked ill uſage, the moſt un- 
merited barbarity can juſtify . or 
extenuate her indiſcretions, theſe 
ſhe may with truth offer in excuſe. 


Fler intimacy with Capt. T-rn-r, 
continued till an unhappy derange- 
ment of his affairs, made it neceſſary 


for him to leave England. His 


abſence was much longer than he 


himſelf at firſt , apprehended it 
would: be, and as he could not 


eaſily make her ſituation even com- 


fortably 
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fortably convenient; ſhe has, with 
a degree of prudence highly com- 
mendable, accepted the generous 
and liberal offers of friendſhip made 
her by a gentleman, whoſe name 
we cannot with any certainty 


learn. 


From that natural goodneſs of 
heart ſhe ſo eminently poſſeſſes, as 
well as from the happineſs ſhe muſt 
feel at a reſtoration to domeſtic 
independance and comfort, from 
which ſhe was ſo early ſtolen, we 
hope, nay, indeed we are per- 
fuaded, that no temptation can ever 


induce 
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induce her to commence a nev- 
connection, or to renew any for- 
mer one, ſo as to give occaſion even 
for envy to call her gratitude in 
queſtion, or riſk the friendſhip and 


protection of her preſent patron, 


—  —_— Fo — TS 
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KIT FED 


„Er BB Dowd Bet 


F we may allow ourſelves to give 
X credit to her own account, is 
indebted for her birth, and her firſt 
fourteen years maintenance, to the 
active endeavours of an honeſt and 
pains-taking mechanic, who, after 
a laborious and diligent attention 
to the two important duties of his 
ſtation, viz. a regular performance of 
the conjugal ceremonies, and a daily 


9110 inſpection 
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inſpection of his day-book and 
ledger, had the ſatisfaction, after a 
lapſe of more than three luſtra, to 
diſcover, that he had conſiderably 
increaſed his family, and irrecover- 


ably ruined his circumſtances. 


21 The perſon of Kit Fr—d—k is 
tall and naturally graceful. Her 
manner noble, commanding, and 
pneonſtrained. She is neither ſo 
_ encumbered with fleſh as to be 
thought clumſy, nor ſo unfurniſhed 

with it as to deſerve the epithet 
thin; but is happily bleſſed with 
that critically exact medium, which 
r the 
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the voluptuary Horace ſo continu- 
ally recommends ; and that perfec- 
tion of rotundity which the chiſel 
of a Phidias, or the pencil of a Ti- 
tian would be almoſt incompetent 
to expreſs. f 


An openneſs of diſpoſition, and 
an honeſty of heart are viſibly ma- 
nifeſted in her countenance, and 
generoſity and diſintereſtedneſs in 
every part of her conduct. Tod well 
upon the numberleſs beauties of her 
face and figure (however it might in- 
dulge us, or pleaſe our Readers), 
is furely unneceſſary; they are far 
| H above 


, 
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above the reach of our praiſe. Arid 


though ſhe is yet but in her meri- 


dian luſtre, ſhe has moved in too 


exalted a ſphere, and ſhone forth 


with too bright a glory not to have 
been, even from her firſt ſetting 
out, the object of univerſal admi- 


5. By one of thoſe fortunate 'acci- 
dents, which, but for their fre- 
quency, we ſhould be apt to call 
miracles, ſhe was thrown in the way 
of the ever-memorable C. Hayes; 
her diſcerning eye readily diſcover- 
ed, through all the diſadvantages 

of 


\ 
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of the uncombed mane, and ſhag- 
ged tail of this wincing filly, the 


points cf a racer. Charlotte had 


been too long a dealer to let a ſta- 
ring coat or bad condition conceal 
blood, bone, or ſhape from her. She 
bought her for aſong—ledherhome, 
and clapped her into a ſingle-ſtall 
ſtable immediately ;—ſoon threw 
her into a courſe of phyſic—had 
her well rubb'd down, —dreſs'd her 


fetlocks, plaited her mane, trimmed 


her ears, buckled her on a ſuit of 
body-cloaths ; ; put her on a running 


martingal, and made her carry her 


tail New-Market faſhion ; in ſhort 


H 2 ſhe 
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ſhe had her on the turf in lefs than 
fix weeks as fine as a ribbon. Kit 
ſoon paid for her keep and train- 
ing ; for as ſhe was a bottom'd 
thing, and miſtreſs of any weight, 
ſhe won all the give and takes ] 
ſhe ſtarted for, beſides many bye= | | 
matches, and ſoon became a fav-. 


vourite. Charlotte? S, it 


was a knowing hand, ar d a fe | 
ſhe could depend pen he was per- 1 
fectly {killed in the whole art of 
hedging; and py being in the ſe- 
cret, and going ſnacks with his miſ- 
treſs, they ſoon contrived to make 
a handſome ſum of their filly. 

After 


COURTEZANS. 117 


After Charlotte parted with her, 
ſhe paſſed through a vaſt variety of 
hands, and was, it is ſaid, much 
hack'd, even for very ſmall plates. 
At laſt his Grace of Q— y paid 
a large ſum for her when ſhe was 


in low condition, violently ſurfeit- 


ed, and beaten in the feet; and be- 


ing a pretty 
brought, her round with good 8 


good farrier, he ſoon 


and gentle Exerciſe. | 


She continued about four: years 
in the Duke's ſtud, and was by him 
ridden many private matches: his 
Grace is reported to have been a 

H 2 good 
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good horſeman, but his arms are 
not ſo ſtrong, and his knees being 
ſomewhat weak, he has not ſo ſtiff 
and ſteady a ſeat as formerly ; how- | 
ever, he fays he depends on Kit's 
deep rate and honeſt bottom to 
bring him through ; and as he ne- 
ver matches her for more than 
ſingle heats, ſhe is obliged to make 
the play from the poſt ; ſhe ge- 
nerally keeps him in a good place, 
though he is apt to ride with a 
ſlack rein. * 


Kit is not now the Duke's pro- 
perty, nor ſtands at his ſtables, ſhe 
176 belongs 


| 
| 
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belongs to a: Capt. Rb d, who 
rides her hack on the road between 


_ town and quarters, he keeps her in 


tolerable condition, and ſhe looks 
as if he put good meat in her belly, 
However his Grace likes her man- 
ner of galloping, and ſometimes 
takes the liberty to ride her her 
ſweats. Sir J-m'L—e is reported 
to have lately bribed her ſtable boy 
to let him have her for a private 
heat; but whether he was deter- 
mined to have a ſtolen trial be- 


tween her and his own brown filly, 


or that ſhe ran away with him off 


the courſe, certain it is, chat nei- 


H 4 ther 


mare, aged 
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ther of them were heard of for 
three days, and the poor boy had 
nearly loſt his place. The fourth 

evening after her having been 
miſſed, ſhe Was found pawing at the 
ſtable door, without having a hair 
turned, not at all abuſed, nor did ſne 
ſeem to have been much or hard 
ridden. The following advertiſe- 
ment was to have appeared in the 
Morning Poſt next day, but was 


prevented by her return. 


Stolen or ſtrayed, a dark bay 
=, full fifteen hands 


high 3 ſhews ſome blood, and has 


Sw 44s „ 7 1 A great 


COURTEZ ANS. 121 


a great deal of bone; well ſhoul- 


dered, broad cheſted, and remark- 


ably deep in the girthing, full quar- 
tered, and round behind; carries 
both ends well, but particulafly 
her tail, which is uncommonly 
thick and buſhy. Whoever will 
bring her without blemith, ſurfeit, 
or eye-{ore, to Mrs. W—a's repo- 
ſitory, Berkeley Street, Piccadilly, 
ſhall be handſomely rewarded and 
all expenſes paid. 
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NY IVES ſo many inconſiſtent and 
contradictory accounts of her 

birth and parentage, that it is diffi- 
eult to form any probable conjec- 
ture either of what origin ſhe is, or 
wiſhes to be thought. One day ſhe. 
confidentially tells you © that (but 
let it go no further) ſhe is the 
daughter of poor but honeſt and 


induſtrious 
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induſtrious parents, Who imprudent- 
Iy gave her too good an edication 
for their circumſtances.” But how 
any circumſtances can be too low, 
for her education is not eaſy to con- 
ceive. That they did indeed endea- 
vour to inſtruct her in the rudiments 
of reading and writing, we do partly | 
believe, as ſhe is much addicted to 


making attempts at both, but theſe 
are ſo very feeble that her charge 


againit her parents appears to be 


both ill- grounded and malicious. 


Sometimes when Champaigne has 
exalted her notions, and inſpired 


| her with a paſſion: for hereditary 


fame, 
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fame, ſhe aſſerts that ſhe derives 


an honourable, though illegitimate, 
exiſtence from Lord S-nd-s ; 


and in her merry moments of 


greater elevation, frequently quotes 
this brilliant obſervation of her 
ſiſter companions, That Bet looks 
fo much like a gentlewoman, ſhe 
certainly muſt have. good blood in 
her veins.” | 


We could enumerate twenty 


other accounts which ſhe gives of | 


herſelf ; but let theſe two, ſo whim- 
fically contradictory, ſerve as a ſuf- 


ficient 
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ficient proof, how ſtrangely tena- 


cious ſhe mult be of her veracity. : 


Ot is not unnatural to ſuppoſe, 


that her very early years were 
ſpent in the moſt profound obſcu- 
rity; for after the moſt diligent 
ſearch, and ſtricteſt inquiry, we find 


it impoſſible to trace her farther 


back than about the year 1764, 
when ſhe was diſcovered by Capt. 
Fx, pitifully lodged in a little back 
room, on a ground floor, in Wind- 
mill Street. Her miſerable ſituation 


was ſuch a one as too many of her 


{ex 
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ſex are continually obnoxious to. 
She was then not more than in her 
16th year; had but juſt recovered 
from a dangerous lying in; left by 
the man who had lately cohabited 
with her in the moſt abject poverty 
and confirmed diſeaſe. The old 
beldam, from whom ſhe hired her 
little room, for ever clamorous for 
money, and for ever terrifying her 
with denunciations of vengeance 
and ejection, if it was not produ- 
ced; the wretched unfortunate was 
compelled to ramble in ſearch of 
an adventitious ſupply from a pain- 
ful and promiſcuous proſtitution. 

I In 
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In this horrid courſe of life ſhe | 
lived ſome time; but no conſtitu- 
tion could have long ſupported it; 
In this lamentable ſituation was ſhe 
found by Capt. F-x, who, by way. 
of promiſing her ſome aſſiſtance, 
mentioned her unhappy caſe to 
Lord L—;, at that time Mr. L—. . 


Capt. F-x ſpoke ſo highly of her 
extreme youth, and uncommon . 
beauty, that his Lordſhip was de- 
termined to ſee her. Urged by, 
: that unaccountable caprice which 
has ever marked his character, he 
inſtantly removed her to his own 

; houſe, 
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houſe, where he kept her a fort- 
night; but little advantaged by the 
change, the object of his cruelty - 
and fport all-day, and of his laſci- 
| vious impotency by night. Capt. 
| F-x, whole fortunes; were not: by 
any means aſſluent, and who had 
ſome expectations from:. the friend 5 
ſhip of his Lordſhip, was withheld 
by theſe conſiderations, from offer- 
ing any very effectual remonſtrance; 
but he frequently ventured at 
oblique hints, and ſometimes even 
entreaties, that he. would deſiſt 
from his inhumanity, and do ſome, 
thing to relieve this unhappy girls: . 
aW -" SY Nothing 
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Nothing could be farther. from 
his intentions than to ſerve or aſſiſt 
any one whoſe agonies afforded him 
fuch conſtant entertainment ; he 
was therefore utterly unmoved by 
the tears of the unfortunate vic- 
tim, and laughed at the admoni- 
tions of the unperſuaſive Captain. 


At length, tired out with ſuch a 
dull repetition of unvarying cruel- 
ties, and in hopes of changing the 
ſcene, he took her one evening to 
Charlotte Hayes's, under whoſe 
care and tuition he left her, having 
firſt privately extorted a promiſe 
on 
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on oath from the terrified girl, that 
ſhe ſhould, on all future occaſions, 
give him a preference to every 
other connection, however agree- 
able or advantageous it might be. 
To this promiſe, however, ſhe did 
not long pay any rigid attention; 
the logic of her Chaprone, aſſiſted 
by her own inclinations, quickly 
quieted all her ſcruples on that | 
head. 4 


Charlotte's firſt care was to em- 
ploy ſome of the moſt eminent of 
the faculty, and endeavour to re- 
eſtabliſh the health of her lodger, 
va 1 whoſe 
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- whoſe beauty was even then won- 
derful, and from the improvement 
of which ſhe already anticipated 


Infinite emolument. 


* — 


Her confinement was neither 
tedious nor ſevere, and it was at- 
-tended with more good conſe- 
"quences than were at firſt appre- 
hended; it afforded opportunity for 
much ofher extreme vulgarity, ruſt, 
and awkwardneſs to wear off; and 
by a converſation with Charlotte, 
her language was weeded of many 
of her provincial accents and nel 
3 barbariſms. ; 

By 
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By the time me had her doctor's 
certificate of perfect convaleſcence, 
the appeared to have undergone an 
| almoſt new creation. No age or 
clime has perhaps ever produced a 
more perfect model of voluptuous 
beauty than Mrs. Hayes preſented 
to her choſen friends, in the perſon 
of this delicious girl, when health 
and exercife had given glow and 
animation to the moſt bewitching 
face and figure in the world. The 
- charming Betſy Green, for fo ſhe 
was called at that time, was the 
toaſt of every club, and the object 
of univerſal adoration. Embaſſa- 
I 4 dors 
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dors from all nations produced their 
credentials before her, and after 
the proper ceremonials were com- 
plied with, were in turn admitted; 
nay, even princes have graced her 
levee, and been tributary to her 
charms. - 


After three years indulgence in 
every pleaſure and amuſement that 
London could afford, whilſt ſhe was 
yet in the zenith of her glory, and 
in the broadeſt blaze of beauty, ſhe 
quitted the public ſituation of 
general attainability, and yielded 
to the ſolicitations of the enamour- 
ed 
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. preſide at his table. 


The extravagance however un- 
bounded, the profligacy however 
vile, of a woman while ſhe con- 
tinues at a public ſeraglio, are cir- 
cumſtances of approbation, com- 
pared with her infamous ingrati- 
tude, who makes ſuch returns to 
the preference and bounty of the 
generous friend who has lifted her 
from hackney proſtitution, to ſhare 
his fortunes, his ſociety, and all 


the enviable advantages of private 
conſequence and domeſtic elegance. 
| No 
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No man ever indulged a miſtreſs 
ſo fondly as Col. Ce did; no 
woman ever abuſed indulgence ſo 
groſſly. If he had occaſion to be 
_ abſent from town ever ſo ſhort a 
time, no ſooner was his back turned, 
than ſhe” aſſembled all her moſt 
abandoned companions of either 
ſex, converted his houſe into a 
_ temple of debauchery, where from 
midnight te noon day, the orgies 
of Bacchus and the rites of Priapus 
were celebrated with a more than 
Frantic alternation. The choiceſt 
wines * vignds were continually 


2255 tuary, 
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tuary, on the baſe aſſociates of her 


ſhameful proflig acyy the molt ſump- | 


tuous apartments and magnificent 
furniture, were repeatedly con- 


taminated by their drunken revelry 


and gluttonous exceſſes. 


Her beauty had enſlaved a man 
naturally eaſy and generous, he 
bore her continuance in this courſe 
of prodigality for near four years, 
but could ſubmit to it no longer. 
CCC 
be received her diſmiſſion with- 
out any other reluctance, but ſuch 


as ſhe felt for the deprivation of 
20 the 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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the means to continue her de- 
baucheries. Her mind was ever 
unſuſceptible of either affection, 
gratitude, or any other of the 
gentler paſſions; her infamous ill 
treatment of her friend and bene- 
factor, therefore, never gave her 
a moment's uneaſineſs: and ſhe 
continues to this day to ſpeak of it 
as a matter of infinite triumph. 


ne did not return to C. Hayes 
after her diſcharge from the Colonel, 
but took lodgings in Curzon- Street, 
May-Fair, where ſhe did not con- 
fine herſelf to any number or rank 
ES * 
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of viſitors; in the latter of which 
particulars ſhe was much better 
off than ſhe could have expected; 
ſhe was even ſo fortunate as to effect 
two other detached connections, 
the one with the well known fa- 
ſhionable F— L-n-; and after him 
with L. G—-y, now E. of A—f—d. 
After thoſe, ſhe fell back into thoſe 
occaſional embarraſſments and pe- 
nury, which are the general conſe- 
quences of indiſcriminate intimacies. 


About twelve months had elapſed 
in which ſhe had not been patro- 
nized by any particular friend, 

when 
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when ſhe was, by a preconcerted 
plan of two of her female friends, 
Sal H-dſ-n, and Mother B-—ks, in- 
troduced to her preſent keeper,. 
the Honourable H. N-v-Il, then 
under age, and a ſtudent of Ox- 
The various ſchemes that were 
practiſtd on Mr. Nv-Il, to attach 
him to this long-hacked, and almoſt 
worn out | Xantippe, are equally 
numerous and wonderful; but what 
may not cunning and falſehood per- 
form, by the management of two 
proſtitutes, and an experienced 
ee, Harridan, 


COURTEZANS. 143. 


FHarridan, oppoſed to youth, inex- 


perience, and College levity. Bet 
was not yet below the regard of 
paſſion, and of that Mr. N-V Il had 
enough, he ſolicited one favour, 
and was granted as many as he 

could take; in every rencounter 

ſhe pretended an increaſe of love, 
and by perſeverance in diſſimula- 
tion, affected a kind of conqueſt, 
She pleaded affettion and diſtreſs, 
and was heard by generoſity and 
benevolence, through the medium 
of an inclination, naturally amo-, 


rous ; he repeated his cohabitation, . 
and at laſt determined on àa mono- 
poly 
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poly of the object. It is now five 
years ſince he has protected and 
maintained her; at firſt with a 
boyiſh prodigality ; latterly, with a 


more commendable prudence. 


If anyone aCtion of her's had ever 


come to our knowledge, that was 


not tinged with infamy, vice, and 
meanneſs, we would gladly com- 


municate it, though it were but 


for its ſingularity : if ſhe ever 


ſhould reform, we would cele- 


brate and publiſh that reforma- 


tion. But we muſt (confeſs we 


deſpair: there are certain marks of 


ſuch 
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ſuch deep perdition, ſuch irretriev- 
able contamination, that nothing 
but a long ſecluſion, and a neglected 
old age can ever eraſe. While 
ſhe has a tongue; ſhe will abuſe, 
calumniate, lye, and beyond all cre- 
dibility blaſpheme. While ſhe has 
her preſent heart, ſhe will ever be 
deceitful, mean and hypocritical : 
for punch ſhe would quit the com- 
pany and converſation of a Carliſle ; 

and for a hop ſhe would gladly 80 | 
to the Devil. 


The figure of Bet C—xe is even 
now a fine one, tall, finely form'd, 
and, if it had not been ſo ſeverely 
5 3 abuſed, 
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_ abuſed, would be ſtill voluptuous; 
but however her ſhape and height 


may ſtrike the eye at a little diſ- 


tance, a nearer approach will 


not fail to undeceive it; and will 


but two plainly. diſcover the irre- 


parable ravages of early proſtitu- 


tion, and continued irregularities. 


and though ſhe affects a tenacious 


regard for public approbation, and 


has ſometimes an appearance of de- 


cent placidity; let but a waiter at 


Ranelagh delay providing her tea, 
or a link boy her coach; and to the 


rage of Moorfields ſhe will add the 


language of Billiogfhate, and not im- 


| aher the e of Hockley. 


MRS. 


MRS. B—N W—L IL. 


RS. NN 


S a Lady of Wapping © birth, 
parentage and education; a 
truth which, if it needed illuſtra- 
tion, is ſufficiently evinced by the 
| general tenor of her © life, charac- 


ter, and behaviour.“ 


The firſt grand object of all pa- 
rents attention ſhould. certainly be 
to ſet their children forward into 
N 3 the 
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the world with what the vulgar 
call “their beſt foot foremoſt „ 
for on their firſt introduction, will 
moſt probably depend their future 


ſucceſs or failure in life. 


That a child is under any obli- 
gation to its parents for the mere 
adventitious circumſtance of its 
exiſtence, would be both ignorance 
to imagine, and folly to aſſert. The 
claim of gratitude and filial duty is 
therefore only to be eſtabliſhed by 
the ſubſequent care, attention, and 
kindneſs we receive; and in propor- 
tion to the generoſity of a parent 


in 
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in theſe particulars, ſnould the obli- 
gation be conſidered, and the gra- 
titude of the child excited. On 
this principle, what length of life, 
what aſſiduity of endeavour, what 
exertion of her every human fa- 
culty (and ſhe poſſeſſes ſome in 
great perfection) can ever liquidate 
the debt Mrs. B-nw-11. owes to the 
liberality of her parents; when ſhe 
conſiders the line and ſituation in 
which their tenderneſs has placed 
her, the vaſt and innumerable ad- 
vantages which daily accrue from 
the wiſdom of their introduction 

K 4 to, 
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to, and the powerful patronage of, 
the wonderful Mrs. Weſton. 


That cold, unintereſting /ang froid 
with which we ſo frequently fee 
pretended patrons undertake the 
advancement of. their dependants 
makes no part of the character of 
Mrs. Weſton. She received Mrs. 
B-nw-l with that warmth of af- 
tection, that impaſſion'd zeal which 
- takes from dependance all its ap- 
prehenfions, and gives animation 
and confidence to friendſhip. She 
entered with a noble alacrity into. 

| all 


COURTEZ ANS. 153. 


all the intereſts of her lovely friend; 
examined with a ſerutinizing eye 
her moſt /ecret concerns; gave her 
the moſt judicious inſtructions con- 
cerning their future management, 
and infallible rules for converting 
them to the beſt advantage. She 


made her acquainted with all her 


beſt and moſt particular friends; 
had the happineſs of eſtabliſhing her 
on an eaſy and familiar footing with 
many perſons of conſiderable fa- 


ſhion and intereſt; and eaſily per- 


ſuaded her confidently to truſt her 


moſt private affairs in their hands; 
for ſo implicit was her reliance on 
this 


"I 
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this amiable patroneſs, that ſhe ever 
moſt minutely adhered to the very 


letter of her advice. 


The good effects of this prudent 
conduct were ſoon evinced by her 
having a lucrative ſinecure place 
conferred on her, by the old and 
debilitated, but no leſs amorous 
and indulgent, Lord L--d-n. Tho' 
the nature of this engagement 
ſeemed to require a reſidence at the 
chambers allotted for the attendant, 
yet did her attachment to Mrs. 
Welton ſet aſide all ſuch trivial 
objections; and though Berkeley 

Street 
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Street was no longer her nominal 
home, ſtill were its doors ever moſt 
hoſpitably open, and her viſits ſo 
long and ſo frequent, that the hotel. 
which his Lordſhip had provided 
for her ſeemed rather a circum- 
ſtance of ſhew, than either uſe or 


convenience. 


In one of thoſe viſits ſhe firſt 
became [ acquainted with Lord 
M-I-w-th, whoſe perſon and accom- 
pliſhments, though they be but- 
little likely to attract the regards 
of the fair; yet certainly muſt 


appear to infinite advantage when 


compared 
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compared with thoſe of the anti- 
quated peer, we have before men- 
tioned; though nothing brilliant or 
particularly inſinuating mark his 
character, yet he had youth and 
good humour on his fide; and as 
ihe had ſome paſſion, and no violent 
rage for the refinements of good 
breeding, the preference does not 
abſolutely. ſeem a matter of any 
very great aſtoniſhment. The con- 
ſequence of this reciprocal partia- 
lity need not to be told; the parties 
continually met and indulged in 
every ſenſual pleaſure: Lord M. 
grew enamoured 3 Mrs. B-<nw-ll 


Was 
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was pleaſed: they never parted but 
with regret, and never met but 
with delight. His Lordſhip pro- 
poſed, and the Lady agreed, that 
ſhe ſhould quit her ſexagenary ad- 
mirer, and give him a leſs doubtful 
claim. They anticipated the tranſ- 
ports of uninterrupted enjoyment, 
and had almoſt ſettled a plan of 
happineſs which they were but too 
ſoon doom'd to relinquiſh as im- 
practicable. Some buſy ſycophant 
conveyed intelligence of their 
ſcheme to the Mill paſſionately fond 
and faithful Lord L—d-n, who, 


however time may have impaired 


his 
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his perſonal proweſs, poſſeſſes a ſoul 
in which the moſt punctilious gal- 
lantry, and exemplary fortitude 
ſtill continue to ſhine with the pu- 
reſt unſullied luſtre. To have his 
miſtreſs, the object of his adoration, 
the decoration of his character, the 
conqueſt of his declining age, 
ſnatched from him in this public 
| manner, was ſuch an alarm to his 
pride, ſuch a derogation from his 
conlequence, as he could not pa- 
tiently endure. He therefore buc- 
LUled on his faithful ſword, ordered 
his carriage to drive to Berkeley 
Street, and was ſo fortunate as to 
| find 
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find the objects of his love and re- 
ſentment. He quickly introduced 
the ſubject of his errand, and in 
the courſe of a tete-a-tete with his 
rival peer, offered ſuch weighty re- 
 monſtrances, and effectual argu- 
ments, that his Lordſhip of M 
reſigned his pretenſions, and the vie- 


torious I.. returned in triumph 
with the Lady in his chariot. 


The recovery of his miſtreſs 
was certainly glorious, ' But richly 
as he deſerved the prize, he could 
not long preſerve it; in a ſhort time 
ſhe eloped, and returned to Lord 
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M——, put herſelf entirely on his 


love and generoſity for protection. 


He received her with tranſport, and 


took her home to his houſe, from 
whence L. L--— did not think her 

worth the trouble of bringing: they 
had now no more alarms of inter- 
ruption, and their intimacy con- 
tinued with tolerable comfort for 


about two years; during which 
time his Lordſhip, who has a ſtrong 


muſical turn, took infinite Pains | 


both by his own inſtructions, and 


employing good maſters, to give her 


ſome taſte for the ſcience, and en- 


ws performer; 


COURTEZANS. 161 


performer; but fo unhappily inca- 
pacitated did he find her, that her 
proficiency, after two years labour, 
had got no farther than the accom- 
pliſhing Foot's minuet, with one 
finger, on the harpſichord. His 
Lordſhip was certainly extremely 
attentive and anxious to inſtruct 
and improve Mr. B—-, but he had 
an invincible opponent in nature, 
from whom ſhe inherited but a 
very flender portion of docility. 
But though ſhe had no great turn 
for the polite arts, ſhe improved to 
admiration in worldly wiſdom by 


herconverſation with Mrs. Weſton, 
Ki from 


from whom ſhe learned many 
prudent and ſerviceable maxims; 
ſuch as, that beauty is but ſkin 
deep; make hay while the ſun 
ſhines; a bird in the hand, &c. : 


'The enjoyment of the preſent 
moment, and the idea of catching 
pleaſure on the wing, were held as 
weak and filly notions, only to be 
found in giggling, romantic, love- 
ſick, fooliſh girls. A ſettlement was 
now become the grand object of all 
her hopes, and every ſtratagem 
every manceuvre that was likely 
to forward or accompliſh this effect, 


was 


= 
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was not only held allowable, but 
highly meritorious. His Lordſhip 
however, though he reckoned not 
ſo many years by near two ſcore 
as her former enamorato, was cer- 
tainly not quite ſo young; he was 
utterly proof againſt all her argu- 
ments, ſighs, tears, and upbraid- 
ings, and when ſhe even threatened 
to leave him to deſpair or death, he 
ſtill remained perfectly inſenſible, 
and abſolutely ſaw her execute this 
cruel purpoſe with the moſt morti- 
fying and ſteady tranquillity. The 
ever hoſpitable manſion of her faith- 

ful Weſton now once more recei- 


bt ved 
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ved her. In this retirement ſhe 
continued ſome days in moping me- 
lancholy, inacceſſible to all male 
viſitors, and leading the miſerable 
life of a wretched recluſe. Her 
tender and affectionate hoſteſs could 
not, unmoved, behold the agonies 
of her friend, ſhe ſpoke comfort to 
her affliction, and warmly partici- 
pated in her ſorrows. By her con- 
{olatory advice, and kind attentions 
the violence of the fair mourner's 
griefs in a few days began to ſub- 
fide; and ſhe was prevailed on to 
ſubmit to an interview with her 
inexorable ingrate, which termi- 


nated 
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nated in her acceptance of a houſe 
and equipage together, with a pro- 
per quantity of the Needful, to ap- 
pear in the world on a totally in- 
dependent footing. His Lordſhip 
now commenced an intimacy on a 
new plan; he viſited the Lady at 
her own houſe in Edward Street, 
without any pretenſions to autho- 
rity, or any right to preclude ſuch 
viſitors of either ſex as ſhe choſe to 
receive; but ſtill remained obſti- 
nately deaf to all folicitations on 


the article of Settlement. 
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After having lived about two 
months in a round of diffipation 
and independance, ſhe made a con- 
queſt of the late Hon. T. St-nl-y, 
whoſe propoſals ſhe accepted imme- 
diately on their being made. He 
forthwith entered on poſſeſſion, in 
which he continued till his embar- 
kation for the Weſt-Indies: though 
during its whole continuance, L. 
nities to meet, and be happy with 
the Lady. When Mr. S. filed, 
L. M—— once more became the 


oſtenſible proprietor, and the fair 


had almoſt daily opportu- 


Mrs. B-nw-ll was again reinſtated 


In 
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in her conſequence and reſidence at 
Grafton Street, where ſhe remain- 
ed for about ſix months; and at 
length, after a thoufand quarrels 
and reconcilements, flew off, and 
put herſelf again under the pa- 
tronage and roof of Mrs. Weſton; 
where ſhe {till continues with every 
probability of being a permanent 
lodger. | : | 


Nature has undoubtedly been li- 
berally profuſe of her moſt admi- 
rable external gifts to Mrs. B-nw-ll, 
which we are ſorry to find are but 


the beautiful covering of a moſt 


L 4 horrible 
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horrible and deformed mind. The 
moſt dreadful propenſity to ſhock- 
ing imprecations, the moſt inſur- 
mountable habit of abuſe and ſcur- 
rility too clearly prove the infalli- 
bility of the old proveb, © what's 
bred in the bone,” &c. to leave a 
doubt remaining, that ſhe owes her 
exiſtence and her morals to Wap- 


ping. 


MRS. 


MRS. M— CK -x. 


S wife to Mr. M-ck-y, of the 
E-ſt-I—a C 
{ſter of the celebrated Mr. S—tt-n, 
whoſe trial for the depofing of E= 


y, and the 


P-g-t has of late made ſo much 
noiſe, | 5 

As in a former part of our work, 
we hay eexpreſſed our ſorrow and 
regret, at finding the lovely and 
accompliſhed Mrs. M-hen 3 among 


the 


N 
14 
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the number of thoſe we thought 
ourſelves at liberty to animadvert 
upon; ſo on this occaſion do we 
feel ourſelves no leſs affected with 
wonder and aſtoniſhment, whenever 
we conſider that the fallow ſkin, 
the withered chops, the wrinkled 
forchead, and the flabby neck of 
this antiquated beldam have not 
been inſurmountable obſtacles to 
her providing herſelf with para- 
mours ſo as to entitle her to a 
place in our illuſtrious catalogue ; 
"= 
Auri ſacra Fames guid non mortalia 
pedora cogis? 


bY 


Figure 
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Figure to yourſelf, good Reader, a 
ſlim, ſkinny, awkward matron, with 
all the prepoſterous affectation of 
girliſh coquetry, the hoary reve- 
rence of whoſe treſſes, and the fur- 
rowed ruts of whoſe front would 
ſeem to afford a melancholy me- 
mento of approaching diſſolution; 
did ſhe not, with an attention which 
would do honour to a better cauſe, 
and an expenſe at which an hoſpi- 
tal might be liberally endowed, 
ſo belard and conceal the former 
with greaſe and powder, that its 


colour nor ſcarcity can poſlibly be 
diſcovered; andſobecram the latter 
with 
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with white lead and putty, that 
the ſad idea of decayed huma- 
nity never can occur, for the ill- 
made cement gives the face the 
appearance but of a plaiſtered 
maſk; repaired indeed at a coſt 
' which it could only have deſerved 
from its aſtoniſhing ſimilitude to the 
libidinous Conculix in Voltaireꝰs ini- 
mitable Pucelle D'Orleans. 


Her bigotry, however, to the 
cauſe of Priapus, has wonderfully 
ſurmounted all theſe impediments, 
and enabled her to accompliſh a 
connection with the late L— 


P-g-t; 
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P-g-t; the perſon to whoſe friend- 

ſhip her huſband owed his firſt ad- 
vancements. His Lordſhip, it is 
true, had ſome {mall excule to offer 
in extenuation of his crime (which 
| ſome have thought mounted almoſt 
to beſtiality), namely, that it was 
| perpetrated among the hottentots, 
where the difference between 
Mrs. M-ck-y and the natives, was 
conſiderably leſs than a European 


is apt to imagine. 


"Whilſt ſhe was in this country, 
ſhe gave evident ſigns of a far ad- 
vanced pregnancy; and her ex- 


treme 
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treme anxiety for her health de- 
termined her to wait till ſhe ſhould 
lay in: but whether it was that 
the climate had operated on the con- 
ſtitution of the embryo, or that the 
fable hue of the attehdant flaves had 
taken an unhappy hold of her ima- 
gination; or, what is not much leſs 
probable, that ſhe had deſcended to 
a criminal intimacy with one of the 
black inhabitants, certain it is that 
the young hottentot's complexion 
was of the true negroe tint, and | 
ſeemed to diſclaim all pretenſions 
to a European ' father. It was 
however carefully provided with 


every 
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evety thing, and baptized by the 
expreſſive but Uncommon name of 
Ink-bottle. 


On this amiable creature's return 
to England, her huſband neverthe- 
leſs made a moſt ample and gene- 
rous proviſion for her; ſo little 
was he inclined to reſent the pro- 
digality with which ſhe ſquandered 
thoſe favours, which ſome would 
ſay ſhould have been reſerved for 


him alone. 


Mr. M-ck-y's affairs requiring 
his preſence a ſecond time, in the 
NM E-ſt 
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E-ſt I—s; he did not think it abſo- 


lutely neceſſary to encumber him- 
ſelf with his lady: he accordingly 
left her behind him with a fixed 
income of 1500]. per annum, and a 
very large credit on his banker. 
This noble allowance ſoon brought 
to her net a Capt. F— (now Sir 
F.) on whom ſhe had for ſome 
time gloated with the eyes of luſt; 
with him ſhe indulged in all the 
delicate exceſſes of brothels, ta- 
verns, and bagnios, and revelled in 
all the joys his perſon could afford, 
ſo long as ſhe had money to pay 
his price for them. "ol 
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| That he grew quite unreaſonable in 
his demands, and that ſhe could 
have the prime parts of human fleſh 
of very ſuperior grain and flavour, 
at a much cheaper rate, ſhe refuſed 
to come into his terms; and as he 
would make no abatement, ſhe de- 
prived him of her cuſtom. 


She ſoon. after became deſpe- 
rately enamoured of the broad 
ſhoulders and ſinewy limbs of Mr. 
p. of D. L. theatre; to whom ſhe 
immediately diſpatch'd a moſt paſ- 
ſionate billet of invitation to her 


| houſe; his obedience to which, and 


M 2 to 
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to the conſequent duties, he found 
rewarded at his departure with a 
tender ſqueeze, and a bank note of 
Fol. This latter circumſtance plea- 
ſed, put did not much ſurpriſe him. 
P 


fellow not to know the value of 


was much too handſome a 


his perſon; and as he conceived 
that women ſhould pay in propor- 
tion to their means, their deſires, 
and deformity, he readily deter- 
mined on having a molt exorbitant 
premium for his labours. This 
connection laſted without any ma- 
terial diſagreement as long as the 
allowance of 1 5ool. But on the re- 
duction 
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duction of that to 500 (which by 
the way ſhe ſtill has) the attention 
of Mr. P. began viſibly to abate, 
and thoſe civilities which he had 
ſo latcly paid with a charming 
frequency, were now ſcarce ever 
offered. This mortifying coldneſs 
the could not but feel with the moit 
poignant diſtreſs, and ſhe quickly 
determined to reſent it. Availing 
herſelf, therefore, of Mr. P.'s mar- 
ried ſituation, and a conviction 
that he would not openly plead his 
perſonal ſervices, ſhe arreſted him 
for a ſum which ſhe pretended to 
have lent him, but which was li- 


M 3 terally 
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terally given as a reward. To this 
capture, however, he ſubmitted, 
but would not to 2 renovation of 
the intimacy. Mrs, M-ck-y, there- 
fore, finding ſhe was never the 
nearer to her purpoſe, conſented to 
Fl compromiſe, and agreed to take 
the value of this iniquitous debt in 
orders for the theatre. 
This manceuvre of the arreſt ſhe 
had before practiſed on Capt. F.; but 
he not being under any ſuch unlucky 
predicament as Mr. P. had very 
properly ſtood trial with the Lady, 
whom he non-ſuited, on the prin- 
ciple of having given at leaſt the 
| value 
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value of the debt in perſonal exer- 
tions, to which he could only have 
been induced by either a ſtipulated 
or implied reward. | 7 


- Buffon, and moſt other naturaliſts, 
divide all animals into three diſtinct 
orders, the carnivorons, the gra- 
minivorous, and the granivorous; 
and their mode of determination is 
from the ſtructure of the teeth. - 
mong which of theſe claſſes they 
would place Mrs. M-ck-y, we are ut- 
terly at a loſs to imagine, as ſhe is 
the only animal we have ever ei- 
ther {cen or heard of, whoſe upper 

M 4 and 
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and lower rows of teeth were 
placed rectangularly ; the former 
of which is in a poſition directly 3 
horizontal, and the latter as per- 
fectly perpendicular: they are be- 
ſides of a moſt enormous magni- 
tude, and a whimſical diverſity of 
tint, no two of the many with 
which her extenſive mouth is for- 
tified, having the ſmalleſt ſimili- 
| tude in that particular. 


> < nd agar 
ey — 
— — 


TS the daughter of ——V-rn-r 

Eſq; of Ch-ſh-re, fiſter to Miſs 
V-rn-n,the preſent Maidof Honour; 
and married Lord G. 19th July, 
1764. The affair with his R—1 
H—-ſ{s the D-ke of C-— is fo re- 
cent, and of courſe, ſo freſh in the 


memory of every body, that it 
would be needleſs to recapitulate the 
particulars here. The concluſions 
however 


. 

} g 

= 
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however that may be drawn from 


thence are rather of an unfavonr- 


able nature to the Right Honour- 
able Lady in queſtion. 


Few of our Readers, we ſuſpect, 


are unacquainted with the perſon 


and addreſs of the R- Lover, or 


can be 1gnorant that they are but 
Ill calculated to make any very vio- 


lent impreſſion on the heart of any 


female who is bleſſed with a ſeruple 


of diſcernment. The intellectual 


accompliſhments. of his Highneſs 
are very ſufficiently proved in that 
witty collection of Epiſtles which 

| afforded 


5 
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afforded ſuch infinite entertainment 
to the gentlemen of the long robe 
on the trial. The encouragement, 
therefore, which ſhe gave to his 
addreſſes, or rather the advances 
which ſhe firſt made him, could 
only have their ſource in pride, 
folly, and depravity of heart, which 
would lead her to prefer the public 
loſs of character and reputation, by 
an intrigue with a perſon ſhe could 
not poſſibly love, merely from the 
weak, paltry, vanity of being ſpoken 
of with one of the blood R l. 


' Surely if a breachof the matrimo- 


nial 


U 9 . 
9 
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nial vow is capable of any extenu- 
ation, it muſt be from the impulſe 
of a violent affection for the party, 
and the ill treatment of the conſort; 
neither of which excuſes the Lady 
in queſtion can be ſuppoſed to offer. 


The fondneſs of her - huſband 
was viſible to every one; and was 
indeed ſo extremely violent, that 


it was generally imagined he would 
have ſubmittedto a re-union, even 


after her criminality had been ſo 
amply proved upon the trial: this 
however her ſubſequent conduct 


and open violation of ail decency has 


effect ually 
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effectually prevented. His Lordſhip 
therefore made every effort to 
obtain a divorce; but in this 
he was unhappily diſappointed: 
the Lady retorted upon him a 
charge of recrimination, with 
proofs, of which ſhe was ſo amply 
provided, that his Lordſhip was 
obliged to relinquiſh all hopes of 
accompliſhing his freedom ; and is 
now obnoxious to the continual 
mortification of ſeeing his title 
and coronet, his liveries and em- 
blazonments abuſed in the aggran- 
dizement of a woman, who is de- 


nied admiſſion among any of her 


own 
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own ſex above the line of proſti- 


tution; and who, whatever ſhe 
might have been, is now ſcarcely 


worth the trouble of acquiſition. 


The ſtriking features in L—y 
G 


's character are, —a molt in- 


ſatiable paſſion for ſingularity, and 


a violent rage for play. To the un- 
reaſonable indulgence of the for- 
mer, poor M—t-g— fell an early . 
martyr; and to the latter, the purſes 
of many unthinking dupes have fur- 
niſhed very large contributions. 

Sir Gen. r vas for three 


. years 
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years the oſtenfible friend of this 
Lady, but has broke off the con- 
nection ſome time; fhe has from 
mim a ſettlement of 6001. per an- 
num, with which ſhe endeavours 
to confole herſelf for the abſence 
of the Baronet. Her preſent favou- 
rite is a Capt. P=t==r, with whom 
ſhe has been down at quarters at 
Deal, and whofe fortune ſhe has 
nobly contrived to diſſipate and 


deſtroy, notwithſtanding the afflu- 
ence of her own independant in- 


COMme. 


The perlon of Lady Gr-{—n—r 
| N _— 7 


194 CELEBRATED, &c. 


has been rather a fine one ; but it 
is conſiderably impaired: by abuſes 
and debaucheries. Her face, which 
never was very handſome, is now 
much leſs ſo than formerly, as a 
conſtant application of corroſive 
paints and coſmetics have ſo con- 
tracted and excoriated the ſkin, 
that unleſs it be newly enamelled, 
it is impoſſible to look at it without 
nauſea and diſguſt. 


— e ae dreamer 
. rr 


FS the daughter of Sir Robert 
X H-ſk-th, and married in 1771, 
the Rev. Mr. B-ne, of C-rſh-tt-n, 
in Surry, at that time in about 
the 22d year of her age. 


Her firſt affair of gallantry was 
in the year 1774, with Colonel 
E—g—ton ; immediately on the 
diſcovery of which, a ſeparation 
from her huſband took: place. He 


N 3 however 
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however allowed her a very gen- 
teel income, to which ſhe not 
chooſing to be confined, he found 
himſelf daily ſubje& to innumer- 
able demands on her account. On 
this occaſion, he inſerted an adver- 
tiſement in the public papers, cau- 
tioning all tradeſmen, &c. againſt 
giving her any further credit on 


his account. 


He very ſoon after went over to 
Italy where he ftill lives with a na- 
tive of that country of moſt ſur- 
priſing beauty, by whom he has 
ſeveral children. 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. B-ne's intimacies have never 
been of a duration ſufficiently long 
to give us reaſon to ſuſpect that 
ſhe is capable of either feeling or 
creating any thing like a ſincere 
attachment. It is true the has had 
gallants in number ſufficient to 
prove ſhe is not utterly deſtitute 
of charms; but they have ſcarcely 
been enliſted and properly atteſted, 
before they have almoſt to a man 
deſerted: and though we readily 
allow ſhe has ſome merit in raiſing 
recruits, it is plain from their de- 
ſertion that her duty is ſevere, her 


N4 . ſervice 
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ſervice diſagreeable, or her climate 
unhealthy. | 


Phe perſon of Mrs, B-ne is ra- 
ther tall; and might undoubtedly 
have ſome claims to the praiſe of 
elegance, if ſhe had paid ſome ſmall 
attention ta the graces, But there 
is ſuch a liſtleſs lounge in her man- 
ner, ſuch an awkward inanimated 
helpleſſneſs in her every action, 
ſuch a fimpletonic ſimper accom- 
panies her every word, together 
withſuch a contraſted alternation of 
ſtupid indifference. and precipitate 
impatience, that were ſhe in poſ- 

ſeſſion 
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ſeſſion of all that perfection of 
beauty which an artiſt could wiſh 
for in an academical model, we 
_ apprehend ſhe would be but little 

likely to inſpire her beholders with 
either love, affection, or any other 
of the warmer ſenſations. 

Mrs. B-ne has all the diſagree- 
able circumſtances that are the 
probable conſequences of a very 
fallow underſtanding; and a mind 
inclined to extract importance to 
itſelf, from the adventitious origin 
of a titled father, while yet ſhe 
derives no advantage from the boaſt- 
ed deſcent. She is imperious over 
1 her 
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her ſervants, contemptuous to her 
inferiors, overbearing with her 
equals, and inſolent to her ſuperiors. 
And, to the moſt inſufferable vanity. 
of her own perſon 'and beauty, ſhe 
adds the moſt unextinguiſhable ha- 
tred for every woman who is hand- 
ſomer, or in poſſeſſion of more ad- 


mirers than herſelf. 


This Lady might live in ſome de- 
gree of comfort independant of her 
profeſſion, if her avarice could al- 
low her to do ſo, as ſhe is in poſ- 
ſeſſion of not leſs than 300 pounds 
a-year which ſhe receives from the 
| joint 
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joint contributions of her huſband 
and her father: with this ſhe how- 
ever ſeems by no means ſatisfied ; 
ſhe therefore finds it her advantage 
to indulge with occaſional liberties 
a pretty numerous liſt of tempo- 
rary lovers, from whoſe ſubſcrip- 
tions ſhe makes no trifling yearly 
addition to her income. ..But the 
gallant who has for ſome time 
contributed moſt liberally, as well 
to her expenſes in general, as to 
her houſekeeping in particular, is 
the Right Honourable Lord C : 
whole viſits at No 11, Suffolk ſtreet, 


are 
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are both much longer, and more 
frequent than thoſe of any other of 
her male acquaintance 


a r 


S the younger ſiſter of Mrs. 

H-tt-n, of whom we have made 
former mention ; ſhe too received 
the ſame ſtyle of education, and, 
like her ſiſter, early choſe a thea- 
trical profeſſion. But though Mrs. 
H-tt-n's qualifications in that line 
were neither very numerous, nor 
brilliant, ſhe has both in number 
and brilliancy very conſpicuouſly 
the advantage of the Lady now in 
queſtion. 
Miſs 
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Miſs Am- r- ſe is of a good height, 
perfectly free from every thing like 
deformity; and her frequent exhi- 
bitions in breeches, muſt have con- 
vinced moſt of my Readers that 
her figure is what is generally call- 
ed well-made. Yet fill; though 
there are no poſitive faults, there 
are no attractive beauties. Her legs, 
it is true, are ſtraight, and the 
ancle is ſmall and free from clum- 
ſineſs and fat; but yet they want 
that voluptuous roundneſs, that 
nameleſs and undeſcribable ſome- 
thing ; that power to excite a 
_ thouſand ſtrange emotions, which 
attack 
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attack and thrill through the ſoul 


at ſight of the lovely limbs of the 
angelic Mrs. R-b-nſ{-n. Her face, if 
it ever had any pretenſions to beauty, 
has certainly none at preſent: 
her noſe is prepoſterouſly large, 
and the extreme darkneſs of her 
complexion, joined toa very ſtrong- 
ly marked ſet of features muſt ever 
militate againſt every thing even 
tending to the expreſſion of either 
tenderneſs or feminality. | 
Miſs Am-r-ſe is ſaid to have bees 


a pupil of Mr. Macklin's, a perfor- 


mer whoſe conſequence in the thea- 
trical world is well known: but 
whether it be owing to the inca- 


0 pacity 


rr 


g * rr 4 


210 -<CELEBRATED 
pacity of the ſcholar, or the in- 
ſtructor, certain it is, that the 
cauſe of Thalia is but little obliged 
to either in the preſent inſtance. 
Abſtracted from her profeſſion, 
her merits are chiefly of a negative 
kind—She is not vulgar, nor un- 
entertaining in converſation. She is 
not utterly ignorant of the French, 
Spaniſh, Portugueſe, Italian; Dutch, 
_andEngliſh languages; norutterly 
unprovided with a brogue. She 
is not unconnected with men of 
ſome faſhion and confequence ; nor 
unacquainted with ſeveral women 
who are both agreeable and hand- 
Fome.. She has nothing very ob- 
jectionable as a platonic companion, 
| and 
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and in an hour of ſauntering liſtleſs 


9 don't-know - what-to-doiſhneſs- is 
as likely to amuſe as a woman of 
more refined ſenſe, or greater 
beauty. She is not unfurniſhed 
with-anecdotes of many remarkable 
characters, nor is ſhe averſe to com- 
municate them. She has no parti- 


cular deteſtation for a little ſcandal. 


She is not utterly deſtitute of inven- 


tion, or the art of retailing: truth. 


Her perſonal intimacies we are 


apt to imagine have, of late years, 


been ſomewhat circumſcribed ; not 


that we mean to inſinuate that ſhe 


has any inſurmountable objection 
to all ſuch encounters; - but ſome- 


how or other a ſtrange taſte 


ſeems 
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ſeems at preſent to prevail amongſt 
the male part of the creation, 
which manifeſts itſelf in an unac- 
+ countable Preference of youth, 


beauty, and other ſhort-liv'd tififel 
charms, to the more laſting and 


noble endowments of the mind; to 


he" wiſdom which is only to be 
found in an advanced maturity, 
and to the converſation of thoſe 
who may treat of the ſubje& of | 
actual enjoyment without any 

danger of arouſing inordinate de- 
fires; and whoſe antiprovokative 
perſons and unagitated paſſions, are 
perfect ſecurity againſt all inde li- 
Cate or fornicative conſequences. 


